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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
1. A print system comprising: 

a host computer and a printer for receiving print data from said h^st computer 
and printing based on the print data; 

print data generation means for generating print data; 
S reply information issuance means for issuing r£f)ly information at a 

predetermined position of print job data containing the print £ata; 

print data processing means for interpreting^he print data, detecting the reply 
information from the print job data, and returning^e reply information to a predetermined 
destination; 

print control means for printing based on interpretation of said print data 
processing means; and 

job processing s^te monitor means for monitoring a processing state of the 
print job data based ot/uiq reply information returned from said print data processing 
means. 
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The print system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said print data processing 
means rettfrns the reply information to the predetermined destination after completion of 
processing of the print data. 
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3. The print system as claimed in claim 1 wherein if the reply information is 
reflated to print data concerning print operation, said print data processing means checks 
Execution of the print data concerning print operation before returning the reply 
/information to the predetermined destination. 
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4. The print system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said reply information 
issuance means issues timing specification information for specifying_return timing of the 
reply information in addition to the reply information, and wherein / 

said print data processing means returns the reply information to the 
predetermined destination at the return timing specified on tjae timing specification 
information. S 

5. The print system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said reply information 
issuance means issues timing specification Lmormation for specifying return timing of the 
reply information in addition to the renly information, and wherein 

upon reception of ine timing specification information, said print data 
processing means returns the reply information to the predetermined destination after 
completion of processing the print data related to the reply information. 

6. Tne print system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said reply information 
issuance m£ans issues timing specification information for specifying return timing of the 
reply information in addition to the reply information, and wherein 

/ upon reception of the timing specification information, said print data 
processing means returns the reply information to the predetermined destination after 
checking processing of the print data concerning print operation related to the reply 
/information. 




issuance means issues the reply information 



ed in any ot claims 4 to d^whefem-sairfcteply 

the timing specification 
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data is placed between the reply information anc 



formatiojx. 




8. The print system as claimed in claim 7 wherein said reply^lnformation 
5 issuance means issues the timing specification inforniation^ajad-thg^reply information so 
that the timing-specrfication information, the print~data, and the reply information are 
5cessed by said print data processing means in this order. 




9r- : The"print system as claimed in clai m 6 wheieni t f te-pg^d^a-cg ncerning ^ 
!z 10 print operation is at least any one of a paper feed-inSfruction, a paper eject instruction, a 
page feed instruction, a line feed ipstrtfct ion, and a carriage return instruction. 




10. The print system as claimed in any of claims 1 to 9 further including reply 
={= informatiop'aetection means for detecting the reply information returned from said print 

nj 1 5 data accessing means and pending the detected reply information to^said job processing 
stafeT^nitornTe 



^^1^ 1 1 . A printer for printing based ojMfiput print data, comprising: 

reception means for reg^rdng print job data containing reply information and 

20 print data; 

print daja""processing means for interpreting the print data, detecting the reply 
information from the print job data, and returning the reply information to a predetermined 
destinatijtff; and 

print control means for printing based on interpretation of said print data 
2 5 pp6cessing means. 
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12. The printer as claimed in claim 1 1 wherein said print data processing means 
returns the reply information to the predetermined destination after said pririt control means 
completes processing of the print data. / 

13. The printer as claimed in claim 11 wherein LPme reply information is 
related to print data concerning print operation, said prinj/oata processing means checks 
that the print data concerning print operation is execut^a by said print control means before 
returning the reply information to the predetermined destination. 

14. The printer as claimed/in claim 13 wherein the print data concerning print 
operation is at least any one of a^aper feed instruction, a paper eject instruction, a page 
feed instruction, a line feed induction, and a carriage return instruction. 

15. The pointer as claimed in claim 11 wherein the print job data further 
contains timing specification information for specifying return timing of the reply 
information, and/wherein ^ 

saiq print data processing means returns the reply information to the 
predetermined destination at the return timing specified on the timing specification 
information. 

/ 16. The printer as claimed in claim 11 wherein the print job data further 
contains timing specification information for specifying return timing of the reply 
information, and wherein 

/ upon reception of the timing specification information, said print data 
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processing mean s returns the reply information to the m sdetefrrrined destination after said 
print-etfirtroT^ completes processing of the print data related to the reply information. 



17. The pnoi^j^as-xrlaimea^n claim 15 or 16 wherein the print job data is 
5 formatted^s<5^that the print d^ta is placed between the reply information and the timing 
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18. The printer as claimed in claim 17 wherein the print job data is formatted 
so that the timing specification information, the print data, and the reply information/are 
processed by said print data processing means in this order. 



^ 19. The printer as claimed in any of claims 11 to^J^AVherein said reception 

means, said print data processing means, and said pripK6ontrol means can operate in 
parallel. 
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20. A recording mpdium recording a program for generating print data to be 
transmitted to a printer, stfia recording medium recording: 

a prinj/oata generation function of generating print data based on an input 

document; 

a reply information issuance function of issuing reply information at a 
predetermined position of print job data containing the print data; and 

a job processing state monitor function of monitoring a processing state of the 
jfrint job data based on the reply information returned from the printer 
r in a format that can be read and understood by a computer. 
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01 Thf> rprnrHlnn moHi'iim nr. HnimeH in rlflim 90 whfirein said reply 



information issuance function issues tirning^specificanon information for specifying return 
timing of the reply informatjofl^fTaddition to the reply information. 

5 /22. The recording medium as claimed in claim 20 or 21 further including a 

^ reply imormation detection function of detecting the reply information returned from the 
^ printer and sending the detected reply information to said job processing state monitor 
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